Series of Opinion Paragraphs
A.K.A. The Essay

Students please log on to the o o °

Literacy @ Markville Winter Literacy Blitz #2A
Secondary School Google
Classroom

Join Code: mzbi4cr

See the Literacy @
Markville Google
Classroom “Classwork”
section for more examples
and practice activities.




Target:
- ldentify the elements of a successful series of
paragraphs supporting an opinion
- Plan an effective series of paragraphs supporting an
opinion by identifying a set of supporting details
- ldentify ways to improve my writing

Focus Question:
How can | best express my opinion on a topic
and convince someone | am right?




It is testing these 3 skills:

1.Can you develop a main
idea (opinion) with
sufficient supporting
details?

2. Can you organize
information and ideas in a
clear manner??

3. Can you use proper
grammar, spelling, and

punctuation?

Section VII: Writing

Writing a Series of Paragraphs

| 1 QRS Wrse 3 senes of (5} of theee) exp ng an Opteson

on the topic belowe Develop your paain sdea with supporting details
(proof. facts, examples. e ).

Parpose and

Audience:  an aduk who is interested in your opimsen

Tophe: Should the sale of “junk foods™ be bammed from Outanio secondary
schools?

Length: The hined space peovided for your wnttes work dicates the sppeotimate
leagth of the wnting expected.

Rough Notes

Use the space below for rough notes. Nothing you wrile in this spece will be scored.

Continue wiiling your opinion piece on the next page.
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U need to know:

O The topic will be current and familiar to teens.

0 You must write an intro, body paragraphs, and a conclusion.
0 You must state a clear opinion. No fence sitting!

0 You must support your opinion with clear facts, examples and
reasons. (You can make these up).
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Here's What You Will See:

Task: Write a minimum of three paragraphs expressing
an opinion on the topic below. Develop your main idea
with supporting details (proof, facts, examples, etc.).

Purpose and Audience: an adult who is interested in your opinion

Length: The lined space provided for your written work indicates the
approximate length of the writing expected.

Topic: Should school be held all year long?



] Brainstorm BOTH sides
of the argument.

o Create a T-chart to help you

organize your ideas.

(1 Try to come up with at least

3 points per side.

[ Argue the side that has
the most points.
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Yes, school
should be all
year.

» Students won’t
forget everything
they learned over the
summer

» Parents and
students have more
flexible vacation time
* Parents don’t have
to arrange
babysitting or day-
care for two months

+ It keeps students
busy and out of

trouble — no time to
be bored!

No, school
should NOT be
all year.

* Students need the
time off to work at
summer jobs

» Students are under
a lot of pressure and
deserve a break

* School buildings
are hot and
uncomfortable in the
summer



Planning Your Essay

‘

0 Organize your points in the order you want to talk about them.
0 These will become your body paragraphs.
O Plan your introduction.

[0 State your opinion.

O Introduce your paragraph topics.

0 Begin writing.

O Fill the space!




Check your work. Have I:

Q Clearly stated my opinion in the first paragraph?

Q Argued only ONE side of the argument?

Q Used clear topic sentences to start each paragraph?

Q Used specific examples in each paragraph to support my ideas?
0O Summarized my opinion in my conclusion?

Q Used transitional words (ex. Also, secondly, finally) to link
my ideas?

Q Clearly marked new paragraphs by indenting them

or leaving a line blank between them?

Q Used correct grammar, spelling, and punctuation?

Q Used content that is appropriate for an adult?

Q Used a minimum of 3 paragraphs?
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Tip 3: Organize Tip 2: Think

Write your opinon in the first baltoon, then write your key supporting ideas, plas details &
facts in the three bubbies below it.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time continue=2&v=yaT1T90byLY &feature=emb

logo



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yaT1T9ObyLY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=2&v=yaT1T9ObyLY&feature=emb_logo

Student Activity

1. Using the following slides, study the rubric for “A Series of Opinion Paragraphs”.

2. Briefly read over the two example essays provided.

3. In pairs, discuss what “mark’/code you think these essays earned (use the rubric on slide 1).

4. Discuss as a class




Scoring Guide for Long Writing Topic Development

Section VI Opinion Question 1

Code

Descriptor

Blank

The pages are blank with nothing written or drawn in the space provided.

Tllegible

The response is illegible, or irrelevant to the prompt.

Off topic

The response is off topic.

Code 10

The response is related to the prompt but does not express an opinion.
OR

The response expresses an opinion with no supporting details or provides details
unrelated to the opinion. There is no evidence of organization.

Code 20

The response is related to the prompt. but only part of the response expresses and
supports an opinion.

OR
The response is related to the prompt. and expresses and supports an opinion, but the
opinion is unclear or inconsistent. There are insufficient supporting details: too few or
repetitious. There is limited evidence of organization.

Code 30

The response is related to the prompt and expresses a clear opinion There are
insufficient and/or vague supporting details or the connection of the details to the
opinion is not always clear. There is evidence of organization, but lapses distract from
the overall communication.

Code 40

The response is related to the prompt. A clear and consistent opinion is developed
with sufficient supporting details, however only some are specific. The organization
is mechanical and any lapses do not distract from the overall communication.

Code 50

The response is related to the prompt. A clear and consistent opinion is developed
with sufficient specific supporting details. The organization is logical

Code 60

The response is related to the assigned prompt. A clear and consistent opinion is
developed with sufficient specific supporting details that are thoughtfully chosen. The
organization is coherent demonstrating a thoughtful progression of ideas.

N



Are cellphones necessary im teenagers’ lves?
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Are cellphones mecessary in teenagers® lives?
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Scoring Guide for Long Writing Topic Development
Section VI Opinion Question 1

Opinion
Topic Development
Code 30
Are cellp via 5 lves? Sample. |
)
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Annotation:
The response is related to the prompt and expresses a clear opinion (No, they aren't.).

There are insufficient and/or vague supporting details. Reasons (teenagers will text
someone who is sitting beside them; teens lose the phones; texting or sending or getting
calls...is annoying to their families) are listed but not developed.

There is evidence of organization. The introduction states the opinion. There is evidence of
paragraphing. Some paragraphs have concluding sentences (That’s silly!, This to me is
wasting money.). There is no conclusion to the response.
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Annotation:
Ceu-pensdeucmly el A clear and consistent opinion is developed with sufficient specific supporting details (e.g.,
I’ sace oegee uen wed  CONtacting family, contact each other, contact peers to make plans, emergency call for help).
dhey coud _Comact_You 4 Roasons are developed with examples and explanations.

2 -‘: “.4 The organization is logical. There is a clear introduction, body and conclusion. Ideas are clustered
brause s mesdant 40| iNtO paragraphs. Each paragraph includes a clear topic sentence. Links between ideas are
fciaqd fed ol € god indjcated (also, because, Another reason why..., So that is why...).




Planning Your Essay Student Activity
(Google Classroom)

This student activity has been shared with students through the “Literacy At
Markville Google Classroom” or they can access it there under the “classworks”
section and make a copy.



https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ot1n-Jhel3-O5q7fHXu9UK_njMv7uP4en_TnsEM8Yec/edit?usp=sharing

Thanks!

Please email or see Ms. Wilson in the Library
for questions?

michelle.e.wilson@gapps.yrdsb.ca




